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INTRODUCTION. 



All true worship of God must be spiritual, proceed- 
ing from the heart. The Lord Jesus Christ, in His 
conversation with the woman of Samaria, laid down 
very decidedly this truth, " Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth : for 
the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a 
Spirit : and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth," (John iv. 23, 24.) ♦ 

Mere formality is not the true worship of God ; it is 
not suited to the service of a spiritual being ; it ig, in 
fact, no worship at all. 

While this is true, the supposition that a rituat of 
divine worship necessarily conduces to formality is 
quite erroneous. Formality is a subtle evil, that in- 
sinuates itself into the devotions of those who pray 
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extemporaneously as much as it does into the services 
of those who prefer a form of prayer. True worship 
consists of the devotion of the heart to God. " My 
son, give me thy heart," (Prov. xxiii. 26.) 

" Salvation is of the Jews," (John iv. 22.) The 
Lord Jesus Christ, when He became man, was " made 
under the law," (Gal. iv. 4,) and " took on him the 
seed of Abraham," (Heb. ii. 16.) His apostles and 
first followers were also Jews. It was, therefore, to 
be expected that they should adopt in the Christian 
Church that form of worship under which they had 
been accustomed to serve the God of their fathers, 
and to which their Lord and Master had Himself con- 
formed. 

The temple service at Jerusalem was entirely 
typical, symbolising in its sacrifices and other cere- 
monies, the atonement of Christ, together with the 
privileges and blessings of the Gospel. The temple 
service, being typical, was of necessity wholly cere- 
monial ; but that which is typical is in itself transi- 
tory ; it is ready to vanish away when that which it 
foreshadows is accomplished ; the type is lost when 
the anti-type appears. So, when the Eedeemer ex- 
claimed upon the cross, " It is finished," and, bowing 
his head, gave up the ghost, (John xix. 30,) " the 
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
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to the bottom/' (Matt, xxvii. 51,) signifying that all 
which had been ther^ foreshadowed was accomplishedj 
and, consequently, that the ceremonial observances 
were abolished; — ^that the exclusiveness which had 
attended the ceremonial law had tenninated, and 
that freedom of access to God was opened to all 
people; — ^that the worship of God was no longer 
limited to Jerusalem, but that as the Lord had de- 
clared, by the last of the prophets, " from the rising 
of the suu even unto the going down of the same My 
Name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in 
every place incense shall be offered unto My Name, 
and a pure offering: for My Name shall be great 
among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts," (Mai. 

i. 11.) 

Christianity is Judaism perfected. In the Church 
of Christ all symbolical worship is laid aside, save 
where the Lord Himself has ordained, in the two 
sacraments of baptism and the supper of the Lord. 
We must, however, remember that the Jews wor- 
shipped in the synagogue, as weU as in the temple ; 
and this seems to have been the model followed by 
the early Christians. 

The synag(^ue worship, as we collect from the 
slight intimations found in the New Testament, and 
elsewhere, consisted of prayer, praise, the reading of 
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God's Word, and exhortation or preaching. In 
short, exactly what we have in the Church of Eng- 
land in the present day. 

The service of the Church of England is in nowise 
grounded upon the ceremonial worship of the Jewish 
temple; but is taken from the usage of the early 
Christian Church, before it was corrupted by medieeval 
superstition, as copied from the services o£ the syna- 
gogue. 

The liturgy of the Church of England, when 
rightly viewed, is altogether opposed to formality. 
Its language is too fervid and glowing for the lips of 
a formalist. That it may be used formally, and that 
frequently it is so used, there can be no doubt. The 
choicest gifts of Grod may be abused ; but it by no 
means leads to such abuse. The ritual of the Church 
of England is so scriptural, so perfectly in accord- 
ance with what constitutes true religion, that every 
spiritual worshipper may join in it with perfect free- 
dom, pouring forth in its pure words the deep sighing 
of a heart devoted to Grod. 

The repetition of its prayers, as mere lip service, 
without any corresponding emotion in the aflfections, 
may serve, through the deceitfulness of the human 
heart, to pacify the conscience as a duty performed, 
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aad to lull the soul into a false security. On the 
other hand, if the child of Gfod, awakened to a sense 
of his own guilt and danger as a sinner, throws his 
heart and soul into the service, he will find its prayers 
exactly suited to his need. 

What we all have to complain of, more or less, is 
an absent mind and wandering thoughts, against 
which there is no remedy except prayer for the grace 
of God's Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds, to 
quicken our affections, and to enliven our devotion. 
If there is no deep consciousness of sin, there will be 
no heartfelt and humble confession ; and if no sense 
of dependence upon the providence and grace of 
Grod for all things necessary, as well for the body 
as the soul, there will be no true prayer. If we do 
not feel, under the conviction of our own unworthi- 
ness, gratitude for the daily blessings which we re- 
ceive at the hand of our heavenly Father, there will 
be no joyful praise. But even where the soul is 
taught of Qod, still, such is our infirmity, that the 
visible objects around us even in the house of prayer 
provoke worldly thoughts, and tend to draw aside the 
mind from that fixed attention which we desire to 
preserve. 

At the Beformation in the Church of England, the 
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pec^le had restored to them their right, so long kept 
in aheyance, of taking an active part in the public 
service of Almighty God. 

A minister of the Church of England does not 
impiously assume to be a mediator between God and 
the people. He is an elder or priest, ordained to be 
the director or leader of the devotions of the con- 
gregation. 

There is a natural desire and tendency, where the 
heart is fully engaged in the worship of God, to give 
expression to thie feelings. 

We notice this in the practice of some of the 
Nonconformists, who respond audibly to the petitions 
offered up, though not always with judgment, or with 
a very intelligible application to what is said. 

The Church of England provides for this by suit- 
able and devout responses, more especially in the 
Litany, which is one of the most beautiful services 
that ever was used. K the responses in our services 
are audibly uttered by all the congregation, they are 
calculated to give life to the whole service, and to 
keep the attention of individuals awake. 

The parish clerk is only to give notice of the part 
which the congregation has to take. By leaving him 
to repeat the responses and the alternate verses of 
the Psalms alone, the object of those responses is de- 
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feated, and the worship which, if they were generally 
taken up by the congregation, would be warm, ani- 
mated, and encouraging, seems cold and lifeless. 
This is a charge frequently brought against our ser- 
vices by Nonconformists ; but it is the fault of the 
people, not of the liturgy. If you would enjoy the 
service, understand the service, and be profited by it — 
if you would preserve a true spiritual frame of mind, 
take your allotted part in the service by making all 
the responses, as directed in the Eubrics. 

The Kubrics (so called, because anciently printed 
in red letters) are the rules for the performance of 
the service, directing what part is to be taken by the 
ministers, and by the people. Study and attention 
ought to be given to these rules. If this was the 
case, there would be less doubt and hesitation (as 
sometimes observed) in regard to those details, which, 
when fully carried out, add to the decency, order, 
and impressiveness of the service. 

1. In regard to Posture, 

The Eubrics tells you when to kneel, when to stand, 
and when to sit. This may appear trifling, but it is 
not so. Change of posture is a relief, and the mind 
is not free to act unless the body is at ease ; painful 
restraint draws off the attention. When we see 
people uncertain what posture to assume, it looks bb 
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if the mind was not attentive, for, even setting the 
Bubrics aside, kneeling would suggest itself as the 
posture most becoming in the confession of sin, and 
in prayer to God; standing as suitable when cele- 
brating the praises of God, or making the profession 
of our faith; while sitting, a state of quiescence, 
commends itself as the best position for devout at- 
tention diu'ing the reading of God's Word, or the 
preaching of the serpaon. 

2. In respect to the part to be taken hy Uie (xmgr^ 
gation. 

The Rubrics direct us when to respond and when 
to be silent. In the confession of sin, in the Lord s 
Prayer, in the Creeds, in the short alternate suppli- 
cations, in the responses of the Litany, and in the 
alternate verses of the Psalms, the congregation 
ought to take their appointed part. 

At the same time let it be observed, that it is quite 
out of place to repeat the words after the minister in 
the Absolution, and in the longer prayers. While 
these are being read, the minds of the worshippers 
ought to be engaged appropriatiiig the promises, ap- 
plying the petitions offered up each one to his own 
necessities, and thus praying with the heart and 
spirit to be ready, at the close to give a rational 
assent, saying with united voices Amen, So be it. 
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One of the excellences of the English liturgy is 
that it introduces so much Scripture. It opens with 
sentences from God's Word, it proceeds to a portion 
of the Psalms, so that the whole Book is read through 
every month, then a lesson, or chapter out of the Old 
Testament, another lesson out of the New Testament, 
so as to read it three times in the year, the Gtospel, 
the Epistle, and, what is peculiar to the Church of 
England, the Ten Commandments. This last leaves 
none of the worshippers ignorant of the requirements 
of the moral law, and there are instances in which 
this reading of the law has brought conviction to the 
heart of a sinner, leading him to conversion. 

Before the Beformation, as may be seen by the 
Prefaqp to the Prayer-Book, there was no uniformity, 
but the services varied in different dioceses ; for in- 
stance, there was the usage of York, the usage of 
Hereford, and the usage of Salisbury. The latter, 
which was compiled about a.d. 1090, retained many 
prayers which had long been in use in the English 
Church, and were on that account dear to the 
people. 

The compilers of our liturgy were men of God, 
distinguished alike by. piety and learning, and some 
of them sealed with their blood the faith which they 
had maintained. 
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When we trace the prayers of which our liturgy 
is composed to their respective sources, it is astonish- 
ing to observe the immense erudition the compilers 
displayed, and the diligent researcli which they must 
have used. There is scarcely an ancient liturgy 
from which they have not culled something with the 
best taste and feeling. 

The way in which they have put aside eveiy ex- 
pression that savoured of superstition or of idolatry 
marked their true Protestantism, and the way in 
which they have selected the prayers evinces at once 
their learning, and their true scriptural piety* 

During the reign of Queen Mary two Acts of Par- 
liament which had authorised the use of the English 
liturgy, called ** The Second Prayer-Book of Edward 
VI.," were repealed, and the Latin liturgies were 
restored according to the Popish forms of worship. 
On the accession of Queen Elizabeth this repeal was 
reversed, and the Second Prayer-Book of Edward 
VI., with alterations, was again established. Some 
corrections and additions were afterwards made in 
the reign of James I. In a.d. 1661, the year of the 
happy restoration of Charles II., various other alter- 
ations were proposed and adopted. The book, with 
the alterations then made, passed both Houses of 
Convocation, was subscribed by the bishops and 
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clergy, ratified by Act of Parliament, and received 
the royal assent May 19, a.d. 1662. This was the 
last revisal of the Book of Common Prayer. — 
Churchman's Almanack, 

I do not propose to enter into the question of a 
further revision of the liturgy, or into any of the 
controversies of the day, but simply to examine the 
ordinary daily service of our Church, and to show 
that our liturgy, when rightly viewed, is a reasonable 
service, in every way suited for true and spiritual 
worship. 



THE TRUE WORSHIPPERS. 



th£ oedee foe moening peayer, 

DAILY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

" At the beginning of Morning Prayer, the minister 
sliall read with a loud voice some one or more of these 
sentences of the Scriptures that follow. And then he 
shall say that which is written after the said sen- 
tences." 

These sentences recognise the sinfulness of human 
nature, and the need of amendment of life ; the re- 
quirement of God on the part of the worshippers ; a 
call to repentance ; a petition deprecating the Divine 
wrath ; and a general promise of mercy to those who 
confess and forsake their sins. 

Nothing could be more suitable, or better calcu- 
lated to solemnise the mind, and to prepare the true 
worshippers to worship God in spirit and in truth. 

Whether designedly or not, the sentences are very 
beautifully arranged, and grouped according to their 
subjects. 
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If you take the first sentence as a text declaring 
the salvation of those who forsake the ways of sin, 
and turn heartily to Gk)d — 

" When the wicked man turneth away from his 
wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that 
which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul 
aUve/' (Ezek. xvui. 27)— 

The two next constitute a practical and personal 
application of that truth — 

" I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me," (Ps. li. 3.) 

"Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all 
my transgressions," (Ps. li. 9.) 

If, again, we take the fourth, as stating the frame 
of mind which God requires on the part of the wor- 
shipper — 

" The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a 
broken and a contrite heart, God, thou wilt not de- 
spise," (Ps. li. 17)— 

The two next become a practical exhortation 
founded upon it — 

" Rend your heart and not your garments, and 
turn unto the Lord your God : for he is gracious and 
mercifiil, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repenteth him of the evil," (Joel ii. 13.) 

" To the Lord our God belong mercies and for- 
givenesses, though we have rebelled against him •' 
neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our 
God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us,' 
(Dan. ix. 9, 10.) 
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The seventh is a prayer deprecating the wrath of 
God— 

" Lord, correct me, but with judgment ; not in 
tliine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing," (Jer. x. 
24.) 

If we take the eighth sentence as a call to repent- 
ance — 

"Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand," (Matt. iii. 2)— 

The two next come out as a practical applica- 
tion — 

" I will arise, and go to my Father, and will say 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son," (Luke xv. 18, 19.) 

* * Enter not into j udgment with thy servant, Lord ; 
for in thy sight shall no man living be justified," 
(Ps. cxliii. 2.) 

While the last presents a bright promise for the 
encouragement of the humble penitent — 

" If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us ; but if we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness," (1 John 
i. 8, 9.) 

The attention being awakened by these quotations 
from Holy Writ, the minister proceeds, not to read, 
but "to say," (mark the change of expression,) " that 
which is written after : " — to address the congregation 
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in more familiar accents than when he was reading 
from God's Word. 

THE EXHORTATION. 

The congregation being an assembly of professing 
Christians, the minister addresses them as " Dearly 
beloved brethren," and having reminded them that 
"Scripture moveth them in several places" to the 
exercise of Divine worship] proceeds to lay before 
them the plan of the service following, exhorting 
them — 

1. To confess their manifold sins and wickedness 
with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart ; 
to the end that they may obtain forgiveness of the 
same, by God's infinite goodness and mercy. 

2. To render thanks for the great benefits received 
at God's hands, and to set forth His most worthy 
praise. 

3. *' To hear His most holy Word," both read and 
preached. 

4. To ask those things which are requisite and 
necessary, as well for the body as the soul, in devout 
and earnest prayer. 

Having thus traced out the course to be pursued, 
the minister, on entering upon the service, adds, 
** Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart 
and humble voice unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace, saying after me " — 
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THE GENERAL CONFESSION. 

" A general Confession to be said of the whole 
congregation after the minister, all kneeling." 

This Confession is so natural and so humble, that 
every one in the congregation who really feels the 
weight and burden of sin may apply its language 
with heartfelt sincerity to his own case ; and while 
there is so much touching self-reproach to the peni- 
tent heart, there is also a methodised form which 
naturally distributes itself into these four parts — 

L The introduction, in which we address God as 
Almighty, and therefore able to save for evermore all 
that come unto Him through Christ, and also as 
most merciful, in which we express our sense of His 
willingness as well as ability to save us, approach- 
ing Him as our Father, reconciled to us in His dear 
Son. 

II. The Confession, properly so called 

1. In general terms, " We have erred and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep." 

Which of us does not feel and acknowledge that our 
transgressions have been the eiBFect of our wayward- 
ness ? that " we have followed too much the devices 
and desires of our own hearts," by nature corrupted, 
depraved, and through sin alienated from God. Ori- 
ginal sin, that infection of our nature which results 
from the transgression of our first parents, and which 
remains even in the regenerate, is the first thing we 
confess. 
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2. We enter into particulars ; and forasmuch as 
"sin is the transgression of the law," (1 John iii. 
4,) our acknowledgment of it is unreserved. " We 
have ofiFended against thy holy laws/' Then further 
descending into detail, we confess our sins of omis- 
sion, " We have left undone those things which we 
ought to have done." Who that has any sense of 
his own guiltiness does not feel this? How many 
are our shortcomings ! If the mind is really en- 
gaged in this Confession, how many instances of 
neglected duty rise up in the recollection of the past, 
and are thus brought before the tribunal of the con- 
science ! How much to humble us 1 But if our de- 
fects are thus onerous when brought in review, how 
much more our actual transgressions, our sins of com- 
mission! **We have done those things which we 
ought not to have done/' Oh I what a host of accu- 
sations crowd upon the memory. " The heart know- 
eth its own bitterness ; " and, though the expression 
is general, yet, as the woman of Samaria said, 
'* Come, see a man which told me all things that 
ever I did," (John iv. 29,) when only one parti- 
cular had been mentioned ; but one that brought all 
the profligacy of her life to remembrance : so there 
is enough here to awaken the compunctions of the 
worshipper. We are not reqtdred to number our 
sins, and to whisper them into the ear of a fel- 
low-mortal as in the times of Popish superstition 
and ignorance, but to confess them to our heavenly 
Father, which each one may do in the secret recesses 
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of his heart ; and where the weight of sin is really 
felt, we shall be prepared to add in conclusion, 
" There is no health in us," (Isa. i. 5, 6,) 

III. The deprecation of God s wrath. 

" Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable sinners.'' 

Header, can you say this ? 

All the congregation are ready to axiknowledge 
themselves to be sinners even as others, but this is said 
without any conscioiip feeling of their guilt and dan- 
ger. In this general admission of their sinfulness 
there is no knowledge of the true character of sin as 
an oflFence against God, as a violation of the holy law 
(rfa righteous Judge, and therefore involving the soul 
in everlasting ruin,— until the conviction of sin is 
brought to the heart by the power of God the Holy 
Ghost. The soul thus enlightened beholds the loath- 
someness of sin, becomes aware of its degrading 
eflfect, and, conscious of the burden of natural cor- 
ruption, agonises under the sense of guilt. It is not 
until thus aroused to see their danger that sinners 
can from the heart use this language, "0 Lord, 
have mercy upon us," for " we are miserable sinners," 
They will then be constrained to sue for pardon, 
" Spare thou them, God, which confess their faults ; 
restore thou them that are penitent." Then, and not 
till then, will they learn to plead in favour of this 
deprecation the promises of God made to us in 
the gospel, " According to thy promises declared 
unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

IV. A petition for grace to live better for the future. 
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" Aad grant, Most Merciful Father, for His 
(Christ's) sake," still pleading God's mercy in Christ, 
" that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life," seeking in so doing not our own exalta- 
tion, for we are " miserable sinners,'' but " the glory 
of Thy holy Name." 

Amen. So be it. Crod grant it. 

THE ABSOLUTI9N. 

" The Absolution, or Eemission of sins, to be pro- 
nounced by the Priest alone, standing ; the people still 
kneeling." 

The term Absolution creates a prejudice, as if it 
meant the authoritative, judicial power of Absolution 
which the Church of Rome arrogates to her priest- 
hood ; but nothing can be farther from it. K you 
would know the true doctrine of Absolution, as taught 
and practised by the Church of England, I refer you 
to her authorised publications — ^viz., " Injunctions of 
Edward VI.;" Stripe's " Cranmer," vol. ii., p. 453; 
** Eccles. Hist," 8vo ed. ; " Homily on Repentance," 
part ii., p. 377, 4to ed. ; and Jewel's " Apology," 
cap. ii., sec. 8. 

From these it will appear that what is technically 
called the " power of the keys " is simply the an- 
nouncement of gospel truth, the denunciation of Gk)d's 
wrath against impenitent offenders, and the gracious 
promises of mercy through Christ to penitent be- 
lievers. This may be done by a short declaration of 
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the truth, as in the Absolution ; by the preaching of 
the Word ; or by the application to the wounded 
conscience of the promises of pardon through Christ, 
or, as the Homily expresses it, " The healing salve of 
God's Word." 

In the Church of England there are three forms 
of Absolution — 

1. Declaratory — in the Daily Service, which we 
now have under consideration. 

2. Precatory — cast into the form of a prayer in 
the Conmiunion Service. 

3. Judicial — ^in the office for the Visitation of the 
Sick. 

The language of the last is exactly similar to that 
of the Church of Rome ; it is therefore no matter of 
surprise that a prejudice should be created against it* 
This, however, is capable of a satisf actoiy explanation ; 
but I must reserve it for a note on account of its length. 

The "Absolution" is to be pronounced by the 
" Priest " alone. This is the first time that the word 
" Priest " occurs ; it is used in the Book of Common 
Prayer as a contraction of the word " Presbyter," or 
elder. It does not mean a sacrificing " Priest," like 
the Jewish priests, and as the priests of the Church 
of Rome unscripturally assume to be, but simply an 
elder. It is one of the orders of the Christian 
ministry. At the last review of the Prayer-Book, it 
was considered that the Absolution, being an authori- 
tative act, ought to be pronounced by a senior minis- 
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ter, and on that account the word "Priest" was 
substituted for that of " Minister/' as it had stood up 
to that time. 

When pronouncing the Absolution, the minister is 
directed to stand, the people " still kneeling." With 
bowed heads, bended knees, and contrite hearts, they 
have just finished the Confession of their sins, and 
now await with humble faith the assurance of God's 
gracious pardon through Christ.* 

The Absolution (I.) sets forth the authority upon 
which it rests — 

As the Confession was made to God as our "Al- 
mighty and most merciful Father," so the Absolution 
derives its authority from the same Almighty God, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Epithets ex- 
pressive both of His power and willingness to pardon, 
for God can only show mercy through Christ ; out of 
Christ there is no pardon, no mercy for the sinner, 
no salvation. God has declared that He desireth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he may return 
from his wickedness and live, "As I live, saith the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked ; but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live," (Ezek. xxxiii. 11,) God therefore " hath given 
power, and commandment, to his ministers to declare 
and pronounce to his people being penitent the Ab- 
solution and Eemission of their sins." 

This commission is given in different terms by the 
three evangelists — 

♦ See Note A., page 53. 
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" Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved: he that believeth not shall be damned," 
(Mark xvi. 16.) 

" That repentance and remission of sins shonld be 
preached in his [Christ's] name among all nations," 
(Luke xxiv. 47.) 

" And when he had said this he breathed on them 
and said, Keceive ye the Holy Ghost ; whosoever sins 
ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; and whosoever 
sins ye retain, they are retained," (John xx. 22, 23.) 

The comparison of these passages shows the Ab- 
solution to be as I have before stated it, the denunci- 
ation of God's wrath against sinners, and the offer of 
His mercy to those that repent and believe the gospel. 

I have purposely omitted the celebrated text (Matt, 
xvi. 19) because it gives no commission to the apostles, 
much less to Peter in particular, but speaks only of a 
commission to be afterwards communicated, and which 
actually was given, not to one, but to all the apostles 
as related in the foregoing texts. 

II. The execution of the commission — 

" He (Almighty God, not the minister) pardoneth 
and absolveth all them that truly repent, and un- 
feignedly believe His holy gospel.*' Not, let it be ob- 
served, all the congregation kneehng before him, but 
those only who have the due qualifications of repent- 
ance and faith. This is no judicial act upon the 
part of the minister; each suppliant is left to judge 
himself. 
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All that 82^ truly penitent and faithful are par- 
doned ; those that are impenitent and unbelieving are 
left in their guilt and condemnation, " They have 
neither part nor lot in .this matter, for their hearts are 
not right hearts, are not right in the sight of God,'' 
(Acts viii. 21.) They have not the requisite qualifi- 
cations, " they are condemned already because they 
have not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God," (John iii. 18.) Is there in your heart 
true repentance ? Are your present feelings humble 
and contrite ? Have you a lively and reliant faith in 
the promises of the gospel ? If so, then lift up your 
heart with joy, the pardoning mercy of God is exer^ 
cised in your behalf — but if, on the contrary, you 
have no deep and abiding consciousness of your 
guilt and danger as a sinner, the gracious declara- 
tion becomes to you rather a sentence of condenMia- 
tion. 

It was in language very similar to this Absolution 
that St Paul addressed the Jews in the synagogue at 
Antioch in Pisidia. " Be it known unto you, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins : and by him all that be- 
lieve are justified from all things from which ye 
could not be justified by the law of Moses," (Acts 
xiu. 38, 39.) 

III. It closes with prayer — 

1. For the grace of repentance. This is the gift 
of God through Christ. " Him hath God exalted 
with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for 
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to give repentance unto Israel, and the forgiveness of 
sins," (Acts y. 31.) 

2. For the Holy Spirit by whose agency that grace 
is bestowed. " Wherefore let us beseech Him to grant 
us true repentance and His Holy Spirit." The object 
being that by the continual help of His grace " those 
things may please Him which we do at this present," 
our penitent frame of mind and pious resolutions, 
and also that by the aid of the Spirit we may be kept 
in the right way, and enabled to live to Him for the 
ftiture — " that the rest of our life hereafter may be 
pure and holy, so that at the last we may come to His 
eternal joy through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen/* 

" The people shall answer here, and at the end of 
all other prayers, Amen." 

The word " Amen " has already occurred at the 
end of the Confession, but the Kubric is placed here 
because this is the first time of the word appearing 
as a response of the people alone. When " Amen " 
is printed in Boman characters, as at the end of the 
Confession, the Lord s Prayer, the Creed, the Doxo- 
logy, it is to be repeated by the minister and people 
together ; when it is printed in italics it is to be said 
by the people alone, being the responsive assent of 
the congregation, marking their approval of, and 
participation in, the foregoing prayer. 

This ought always to be uttered aloud. 

THE LOBD's PBATEB. 

^' Then the minister shall kneel, and say tibe Lord'8 
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Prayer with an audible voice ; the people also kneel- 
ing, and repeating it with him, both here and where- 
soever else it is used in Divine Service." 

Confession having been made, and the message of 
reconciliation having been announced by the minister, 
" as the ambassador of Christ," (2 Cor. v. 19, 20,) 
we are prepared to address God in the prayer, which 
Christ himself has taught us, as " Our Father." 

The foregoing Kubric directs the minister to re- 
sume his kneeling position and to say " The Lord's 
Prayer " with " an audible voice," or " a loud voice," 
the people also kneeling and repeating it with 
him. 

This direction has been made a subject of ridicule 
by Nonconformists as trifling and absurd. It is, 
however, by no means trivial or unimportant. In 
the Church of Eome the priest is directed to say the 
" Lord's Prayer " mentally, to foster the notion of his 
being a mediator between God and the people, inter- 
ceding for them. This is not the case in the Protes- 
tant Church of England — the minister is ordered to 
say the prayer audibly, and forasmuch as this prayer 
was given by our Lord to the Church for general use, 
the people, also kneeling, are directed to repeat it 
together with the minister wheresoever *4t is used." 

Our Lord gave this prayer, in the first instance, as 
a model for our more extended devotions. "After 
this manner pray ye," (Matt. vi. 9-13,) and also for 
a form of prayer as we use it, " When ye pray, say," 
(Luke xi. 2-4.) It is likewise to be observed that as 
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recorded by St Matthew, the Doxology is added, but 
in the Gospel according to St Luke it is wanting. 

Our Church uses the Doxology on all occasions of 
praise or thanksgiving, but omits it at other times 
and services. 

PRAISE. 

" Then likewise he shall say — 

" Lord, open Thou our lips. 

'^Ans. And our mouth shall show forth Thy praise, 
(Ps. li. 15.) 

" Priest God, make speed to save us. 

" Ans. Lord, make haste to help us,'^ (Ps. xl. 13.) 

The minister and the congregation having their 
hearts thus attuned to praise simultaneously, rise 
from their knees. 

" Here all standing up, the Priest shall say — 

" Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost. 

" Ans. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen.*' 

Ascribing glory unto the Trinity, through whom 
salvation has been brought to man, and by way of 
encouraging each other. 

"Priest Praise ye the Lord. 

" Ans. The Lord's name be praised," (Ps.cxiii.1-3.) 

Here let it be observed that in the Doxology the 
minister's portion and the answer form one sentence, 
and ought not to be separated, the minister reading 
on, and the congregation taking it up and repeating 
the second part of the sentence with him. 
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This remark may seem uncalled for ; but on two 
occasions the writer has been asked, What is the 
meaniag of " As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end"? In one of the 
cases a Nonconformist had put the question to the 
inquirer who was unable to give a reply 1 Yet she is 
a clever and intelligent woman. 

This shows how words, which are familiar to us, 
may strike the ears without producing any corre- 
sponding ideas in the mind. 

" Then shall be said or sung this Psalm following; 
except upon Easter-Day, upon which another Anthem 
is appointed; and on the nineteenth day of every 
month it is not to be read here, but in the ordinary 
course of the Psalms." 

Venite exultem/us Domino. 
Psalm xcv. 

This Psalm is called " The Invitatory Psalm," be- 
cause it invites us to praise Grod. It is very suitably 
introduced here, where it has been used since A.D. 
820, for the purpose of leading us to sing the praises 
of God. 

It is, however, intrinsically a Psalm of great im- 
portance both doctrinally and also practically, as 
appears from the use made of it by St Paul, (Heb. 
iii. and iv.) 

" Then shall follow the Psalms in order as they are 
appointed. And at the end of every Psalm through- 
out the year, and likewise at the end of the Benedicite, 
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Benedictus, Magnificat, and Nunc Dunittis, shall be 
repeated, 

" Glory be to the Father, &c. 

"As it was in the beginning," &c. 
The Doxology is affixed to the Psalms and to the 
Canticles named, in order to mark them more dis- 
tinctly as acts of praise, and also to give to the 
Psalms, and to the Benedicite, Omnia Opera Domini, 
(" The song of the Three Children/' taken out of the 
Apocrypha,) a Christian character. It will be ob- 
served that the Doxology is not appended to the Te 
Deum, the most beautiful uninspired hymn that ever 
waj3 composed, and which was written by Hilary, 
Bishop of Aries, about 430, because that hjman is 
itself an elaborate expansion of the Doxology, 

THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 

It is foreign to the purpose of this tract to give any 
comment on the Psalms, but a few passing remarks 
seem to be indispensable. The Book of Psalms is a 
book of praise. It is a collection of Divine odes 
which have filled the mouths, and rejoiced the hearts 
of the children of God from generation to generation. 
The greater part of them were composed by King 
David, " The sweet Psalmist of Israel." The present 
book was no doubt collected by Ezra the scribe 
on the return of the Jews from Babylon, and he 
is admitted to have composed the first Psalm as 
an introduction; if so, the probability is that he 
is also the author of Psalm cxix., which seems from 

B 
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internal evidence to have proceeded from the same 
pen. 

The great charm of the Book of Psalms is, that it 
records the experience of God's saints under the vari- 
ous phases of mental emotion and of human trial — 
in seasons of sorrow and of joy, mourning for sin, or 
thanksgiving for mercy. There is no state of mind 
which does not find its counterpart here, showing 
that the experience of the children of Grod is the same 
in every age. 

It has been remarked that the tone of feeling in 
David's Psalms is variable, that he is sometimes re- 
joicing, and at other times lamenting in the same 
Psalm ; and it has been suggested that David wrote 
the Psalms at intervals, recording the feelings of the 
moment. As this seems unworthy of him, a better 
solution of the difficulty may be found. When he 
had experienced any great spiritual blessing, he first 
set down the state of mind to which through grace he 
had attained, and having done this he then traced the 
experience of his soul in the various steps by which he 
had been brought to that state of mind. This may 
be exemplified by Psalm xxxii. David here describes 
the state of his soul as assured of pardon. (1, 2.) 
He then recounts his sjiiritual state when living in 
known sin, and stifling the voice of conscience. (3, 4.) 
After this he describes the way in which on the re- 
proof of God by the prophet Nathan he was led to 
confess his sin, (5, 6,) and the consolation which he 
received when on this confession the prophet de- 
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clared, " The Lord also hath put away thy sin, thou 
shalt not die." 

THE LESSONS. 

" Then shall be read distinctly with an audible 
voice the First Lesson, taken out of the Old Testa- 
ment, as is appointed in the Calendar, except there 
be proper Lessons assigned for that day: He that 
readeth so standing and turning himself, as he may 
best be heard of all such as are present. And after 
that shall be said or sung, in English, the Hymn 
called Te Deum Laudamus, daily tliroughout the 
year. 

" Note, that before every Lesson the minister shall 
say,* Here beginneth such a chapter, or verse of such 
a chapter, of such a book: And after every Lesson, 
Here endeth the First or Second Lesson.'* 

(It would be well if this note was more observed by 
the clergy, who are authorised to use no words except 
those here prescribed.) 

" Or else this Canticle — 

" Benedicitey Omnia Opera Domini" 

" Then shall be read in like manner a Lesson taken 
out of the New Testament. And after that, the 
Hymn following ; except when that shall happen to 
be read in the chapter for the day, or for the gospel 
of St John Baptist's day." 

"Or this Psalm— 

" Jubilate Deo. Psalm c." 

'* Then shall be sung or said the Apostles' Creed, 
by the minister and people standing : except only on 
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scch days as the Creed of St Athanashis is app(wited 
to be read.' 

The Apostles' Creed is so named as containing the 
doctrine tanght by the apostles. The tradition that 
each apostle contributed an article is without f oonda- 
tion. It is, perhaps, the oldest of the three creeds of 
the Chnrch. It is the most simple ; and seems to be 
more peculiarly the creed of the Western, or Latin 
Church. Although the order is not the same, it 
seems nearly parallel to the creed given by St Paul, 
(Eph. iv. 4-6,) "There is one body, (the Church,) 
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling, (the resurrection of the body and life 
everlasting ;) one Lord, (Jesus Christ,) one faith,' one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you aU." 

However modem Nonconformists may object to 
creeds, yet it is impossible to estimate too highly 
their value in the early days of Christianity, before 
printing was invented, when MSS. were scarce and 
costly, and when, even had they been plentiful, very 
few persons could read or write. AH teaching was then 
oral, — " the foolishness of preaching," — ^and all know- 
ledge of doctrine was derived from- creeds committed 
to memory by dictation. Hence also the " Faithful 
sayings " of St Paul, — Christian axioms to be retained 
in the memory. 

" And after that, these Prayers following, all de- 
voutly kneeling ; the minister first pronouncing with 
a loud voice, 
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" The Lord be with yon, 
" Answer. And with thy spirit." 
This is very interesting. The minister and the con- 
gregation having made a profession of their common 
faith, the minister addresses them with a pious wish, 
or ejaculatory prayer, " that the Lord may be with 
them." To which, in the same feeling of devotion, 
they reply, *' And with thy spirit." In order to in- 
sure the blessing thus sought, the minister suggests 
prayer — 

" Let us pray." 
The congregation then, and not till then, kneel, and 
the minister proceeds — 

" Lord, have mercy upon us, 
Christ, have mercy upon us, 
Lord, (the Spirit,) have mercy upon us." 
Thus invoking the Three Persons of the adorable 
Trinity. This has been called " the Lesser Litany," 
and has been used since a.d. 820. Having thus 
addressed the Three Persons of the Godhead, we 
proceed to address the Triune God as " Our Father " 
in 

THE lord's prayer. 

" Then the Priest standing up shall say " 
the following suflfrages, or short, ejaculatory prayers. 
StandiQg is an attitude of prayer, as well as kneeling ; 
and there appears here no necessity for the change of 
posture except for the relief of the minister. 

The petitions in these suffrages, which have been 
used since a.d. 820, are so very important that they 
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ought to occupy the whole mind, and not to be heed- 
lessly repeated. This is one of the instances in which 
we see the part taken by the people in the services 
to be a highly valuable privilege. The minister and 
people seem to emulate each other, and to stimulate 
one another's devotions. 

" Then shall follow three Collects ; the first for the 
day, which shall be the same that is appointed at the 
Communion; the second for Peace; the third for 
Grace to live well. And the two last Collects shall 
never alter, but daily be said at Morning Prayer 
throughput the year, as foUoweth ; all kneeling." 

A Collect is a short but comprehensive prayer, 
collecting many important petitions in a small com- 
pass. 

The Collect for the day is taken from a very valu- 
able selection of Prayers or Collects, of which we can- 
not speak separately. They are adapted to every 
Sunday and festival throughout the year ; the Collect 
for the Sunday being used daily during the week 
following. 

The Collect for Peace is from the Breviary of Salis- 
bury, A.D. 1090. 

The Address, — " God, the author of peace and lover 
of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth 
our eternal life, whose service is perfect 
freedom ; 
Petition, — " Defend us in all assaults of our enemies ; 
. . . that we, surely trusting in thy defence, 
may not fear the power of any adversaries, 
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Plea. — " Through the might of Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 
This is a good specimen of a " Collect ;" a concise 
but much containing prayer. 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR GRACE. 

This Collect is taken from the Sacramentary of 
Gregory the Great, a.d. 590. 

Address, — "0 Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty 
and everlasting God, who hast safely brought 
us to the beginning of this day ; 
Petitions, — " Defend us in the same with thy mighty 
• power ; 

" Grant that this day we fall into no sin, 
neither run into any kind of danger ; 

" That all our doings may be ordered by 
thy governance, to do always that is right- 
eous in thy sight ; 
Plea. — " Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 

Dr Adam Clarke, when asked what prayer was the 
most suitable for " commercial travellers," consider- 
ing the peculiar temptations to which they are ex- 
posed, replied, there is none like ** the third Collect 
for grace to live well," in the Morning Service ; and 
wrote a little commentary on the Collect, naming the 
tract " The TraveUers' Prayer." 

" In quires (choirs) and places where they sing, 
here followeth the AnthemV 

The Anthem dates no further back than the days 
of Queen Elizabeth. The expression, " in places 
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where they sing," implies that there are " places 
where they do not sing/' This is important, to direct 
us in the application of this Rubric. In choirs, as in 
cathedrals, in collegiate churches, in the chapels royal, 
and in college chapels, where there is an endowed 
staff of lay clerks and choristers, all is appropriate ; 
but the choral service was not designed, and is not 
suitable, for the ordinary parish churcL There plain 
psalmody, and hynms to simple tunes, in which all 
the congregation can unite, is far preferable. 

" Then these five Prayers following are to be read 
here, except when the Litany is read ; and then only 
the two last are to be read, as there placed. • 

A Prayer for the Queen's Majesty. 

A Prayer for the Royal Family. 

A Prayer for the Clergy and people. 

A Prayer of St Chrysostom. 

2 Cor. xui. 14." 
The State Prayers, as they are called, are according 
to the direction of St Paul, " I exhort therefore, that, 
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, 
and all that are in authority ; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty," 
(1 Tim, ii. 1, 2.) 

These prayers are of more importance than is 
generally thought. We read, " The king's heart is 
in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water : he 
tumeth it whithersoever he will," (Prov. xxi. 1.) 
Even in a limited monarchy like the British our 
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rulers have more influence for good or evil than is 
generally attributed to them. The whole society of 
the nation takes its tone and character from the 
fashion of the court. A moral court, such as we 
have been blessed with for many years, has a very 
happy influence. So, if kings and queens are to be 
the nursing mothers of the Church, the doctrine of 
the clergy of the court will rule the appointments of 
the bishops and other influential clergy, and thus the 
Church will also be biassed by the tone of the court. 
The prayer for the clergy and people is taken from 
Gelasius, a.d. 494. 
Address, — " Almighty and everlasting Gk)d, who alone 

workest great marvels ; 
Petitions. — * * Send down upon ourBishops and Curates, 
and all Congregations committed to their 
charge, the hetdthful Spirit of thy grace ; 

" That they may truly please thee, pour 
upon them the continual dew of thy bless- 
ing. 
Plea. — " For the honour of our Advocate and Mediar 
tor, Jesus Christ.'' 
How solemn is the first petition ! How feelingly 
should it be uttered both by minister and people! 
To preserve the Church, both in doctrine and in 
practice, in a healthy state, there must be shed abroad 
upon it the healthful spirit of God's grace. 

Nor is the second petition less important. A 
clergyman, to fulfil the responsible duties of his 
office, requires a continual supply of God's blessing. 



26 THE TRUE WORSHIPPERS. 

like the refreshing dew upon the tender grass. The 
clergy are here described as " Bishops and Curates.'* 
The word Curate is not used here in its conventional 
sense, as a stipendiary assistant minister ; but as one 
having the cure of souls, the charge of the congrega- 
tion. 

A PRATER OF ST CHRYSOSTOM. 

Address, — " Almighty Grod, who hast given us grace 
at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplications unto thee ; 

" And hast promised that where two or 
three are gathered together in thy Name 
thou wilt grant their requests. 
Petitions, — " Fulfil now, Lord, the desires and peti- 
tions of thy servants as may be most expe- 
dient for them ; granting us in this world 
knowledge of thy truth, and in the world 
to come life everlasting. Amen." 
This prayer dates from a.d. 450. 
It is amongst the excellences of our liturgy that 
every prayer presents Christ as its plea for acceptance, 
according to our Lord's direction. *^ Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you," (John xvi. 23.) This 
prayer of St Chrysostom has not the plea, but the 
reason is obvious. If we compare the two clauses of 
the address with the following declaration of our 
Lord, " Again I say unto you. That if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
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which is in heaven ; for where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them," (Matt, xviii. 19, 20,) we perceive 
at once that the prayer is addressed directly to Jesus 
Christ Himself, and that as " Almighty God." 

2 CoR. xiii. 14. 
" The grace of om* Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be 
with us all evermore. Amen." 



THE OKDER FOR EVENING PEAYER, 

, DAILY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

The order for Evening Prayer is the same as that 
prescribed for Morning Service, (except the Venite,) 
unto the end of the First Lesson. 

" And after that, the Magnificat, (or the Song of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary,) in English, as followeth, 
" Magnificat St Luke i. 46-55. 

" My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in Grod my Saviour. 

** For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his hand- 
maiden. 

" For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall 
call me blessed. 

*' For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and 
holy is his Name," &c. 

No doubt all generations will call her " blessed," 
and deservedly ; for she was honoured above all the 
maidens of the earth, to become the mother of Christ, 
according to the prediction, ** Therefore the Lord 
himself shall give you a sign ; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Im- 
manuel," (Isa. vii. 14.) And again, " The Lord hath 
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created a new thing in the earth, a woman shall 
fcompass a man," (Jer. xxxi. 22.) 

But while we say this, we turn far away from the 
extravagances and blasphemies of the Church of 
Rome, ascribing to the Virgin Mary sinless perfec- 
tion, and styling her " the Mother of God." Every 
attribute of her Divine Son has been given to her, 
even immaculate conception — a thing physically and 
morally impossible — the decreeing of which as a doc- 
trine of the Church by the Pope was the climax of 
Rome's apostasy, from the date of which all the 
powers of the Papacy have declined. Mary herself 
makes no such pretension ; on the contrary, she says, 
'' My spirit hath rejoiced in Grod my Saviour." To 
acknowledge God in Christ as her Saviour is to own 
herself a sinner, one needing a Saviour. 

The song of Hannah, the wife of Elkanah and the 
mother of Samuel, is very similar to this of the 
Virgin Mary. No doubt these two pious women 
uttered their hymns of praise under the influence of 
the Holy Ghost. The two were written 1165 years 
apart, and they show us how religiously the Jewish 
females were educated. 

" Or else this Psalm ; except it be on the nineteenth 
day of the month, when it is read in the ordinary 
course of the Psalms. 

" Cantate Domino. Psalm xcviii." 

** Then a Lesson of the New Testament, as it is 
appointed. And after that, the Nunc Dimittis, (or 
Song of Simeon,) in English, as foUoweth-r- 
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" Nunc Dimittis, Luke ii. 29-32. 

"Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
pea^ : according to thy word. 

" For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation, 

" Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all 
people ; 

" To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be 
the glory of thy people Israel." 

" Or else this Psalm ; except it be on the twelfth 
day of the month. 

• * * Deu8 Misereatur, Psalm Ixvii." 

It had been revealed to the aged Simeon by the 
Holy Ghost " that he should not see death before he 
had seen the Lord's Christ," (Luke ii. 26.) 

When he, therefore, was directed by the Holy 
Spirit to recognise in the lowly child Jesus, (for whom 
was offered by the Virgin Mother the humble offer- 
ing which was provided for those who could not 
afford a lamb,) the Christ of God, the fear of death 
was past. " The sting of death is sin ; and the 
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ," 
(1 Cor. XV. 5Q, 57.) 

The service then proceeds, as in the morning, to 
the end of the suffrages after the Creed. 

" Then shall follow three Collects ; the first of the 
Day ; the second for Peace ; the third for Aid against 
all Perils, as hereafter followeth: which two last 
Collects shall be daily said at Evening Prayer with- 
out alteration. 
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" THE SECOND COLLECT AT EVENING PRAYER. 

Address. — " O God, from whom all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and all just works do pro- 
ceed; 
Petitions — (1,) " Give unto thy servants that peace 
which the world cannot give ; 

(2,) " That both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee we being defended from the fear 
of our enemies may pass our time in rest 
and quietness; 
Plea — " Through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour." 
This Collect for Peace is also derived from Q^lasius, 
A.D. 494. In the address it recognises the doctrine con- 
tained in Article X., " That we have no power to do 
good works, pleasant and acceptable to God, without 
the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may 
have a good will, and working with us when we have 
that good will." 

The First Petition seeks that peace which Jesus 
left as a legacy to His Church : ** Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world 
giveth give I unto you," (John xiv. 27;) that 
peace which arises from the sense of pardoned 
sin : " Being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ," (Eom. 
v.l) 

The Second Petition, Tliat our hearts may be dis- 
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posed to obedience, and that being defended by God 
we may not fear any enemies. 

I do not know upon the whole a more decidedly 
evangelical prayer. 

*' THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS.'* 

This is also taken from Gelasius, a.d. 494, and 
occurs likewise in the Sacramentary of Gregory the 
Great, ad. 590. 
Petitions — (1.) " Lighten our darkness. 

(2.) " Defend us from all perils and dan- 
gers of the night. 
Pleds, — " For the love of thy only Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ." 
The service continues the same as in the Morning 
when there is no Litany. 

THE CREED OF ST ATHANASIUS. 

" Upon these Feasts: Christmas-day, the Epiphany, 
St Matthias, Easter-day, Ascension-day, Whitsun- 
day, St John Baptist, St James, St Bartholomew, St 
Matthew, St Simon and St Jude, St Andrew, and 
upon Trinity Sunday, shall be sung or said at Morn- 
ing Prayer, instead of the Apostles' Creed, this Con- 
fession of our Faith, commonly called the Creed of St 
Athanasius, by the Minister and people standing.*' 

It is called the Creed of St Athanasius, not as 
having been written by that father of the Church, 
but as containing the Athanasian doctrine in opposi- 
tion to the Arian. 
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The original title of this symbol of Christian faith 
was — Psalmus Quicungue VuU. 

It was written by Hilary, Bishop of Aries, a.d. 
430. From the Grallican Church it was received into 
the British Church 880, but was not accepted by the 
Church of Eome until the year 930. 

It is a document of surpassing value, but perhaps 
there is nothing in our Book of Common Prayer so 
much objected to and misunderstood. 

The great point of oflfence is in the sweeping con- 
demnation in what are called " the damnatory clauses** 
of all who do not agree with this Creed. It is true 
that it ill becomes one sinner to denounce the wrath 
of God against another. The language, however, is 
that of Scripture, '* He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be danmed," 
(Mark xvi. 11,) and it is safe to set the threatenings 
of Gtod before the eyes of sinners. But it is rejoined, 
you here declare this tremendous denunciation against 
all those who do not accept the numerous metaphy- 
sical distinctions contained in this document, Not 
so — the articles of faith are clear and distinct ; the 
metaphysical exposition so as to meet the various 
heresies which had arisen in the Church is parenthe- 
tical. The condemnation applies only to the former, 
the plain articles of faith. 

To explain this Creed it is necessary to number 
the verses for the sake of reference. 

The first four verses contain the first part of the 
Creed, 
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1. " Whosoever will be saved: before all things it 
is necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith* 

2. " Which Faith except every one do keep whole 
and undefiled: without doubt he shall perish ever- 
lastingly. 

3. " And the Catholic Faith is this : That we wor- 
ship one Grod in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; 

4. " Neither confounding the Persons : nor dividing 
the substance." 

Then after a long parenthesis, from 6th to 26th 
verses inclusive, it is resumed — 

27. "So that in all things, as is aforesaid: the 
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is to be 
worshipped. 

28. " He therefore that will be saved : must thus 
think of the Trinity. 

29- "Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting 
salvation : that he also believe rightly the Incarna- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

30. " For the right Faith is, that we believe and 
confess : that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
is God and Man." 

Then after another parenthesis — 

38. "Who suffered for our salvation: descended 
into hell, rose again the third day from the dead. 

39. '*He ascended into heaven, he sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father, God Almighty: from 
whence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

40. *' At whose coming all men shall rise again 
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with their bodies : and shall give account of their own 
works. 

41. " And they that have done good shall go into 
life everlasting: and they that have done evil into 
everlasting fire. 

42. "This is the Catholic Faith: which except a 
man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved." 

'' Glory be to the Father/' &c. 

" As it was in the beginning," Ac. 

We now come to consider the parenthetical portions 
of the Athanasian Creed. These portions, as I have 
already observed, were written to meet the various 
heresies which had arisen in the Church, which they 
do with a conmianding power, yet with a brevity 
which is very striking. If we take the dates at which 
the various heresies here opposed arose, we shall 
clearly verify the date of this document as about a.d. 
430, since no heresy of a later date is alluded to, 
except such as have been old heresies revived in 
modem times long subsequent to the publication 
of this Creed. 

In the year a.d. 260, Sabellius put forth what has 
been called the Patri passion heresy. By " confounding 
the Persons '* of the Father and of the Son, he asserted 
that the Father suflfered in the Person of the Son. 
In tlie year a.d. 315, Arius, " dividing the substance," 
asserted that the Deity of the Son was distinct from 
and inferior to that of the Father — that the Son, 
though divine, was a creature. 

In this he was followed by Eunomius, a.d. 350. 
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To refute these is the object of the whole of the 
parenthesis 5-26. 

5. ** For there is one Person of the Father, another 
of the Son ; and another of the Holy Ghost, 

6. " But the Godhead of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one: the Glory 
equal, the Majesty co-eternal. 

7. "Such as the Father is, such is the Son : and 
such is the Holy Ghost. 

8. " The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate : and 
the Holy Ghost uncreate. 

9. *^ The Father incomprehensible, the Son incom- 
prehensible : and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. 

10. " As also there are not three incomprehensibles, 
nor three uncreated : but one uncreated, and one in- 
comprehensible." 

The word " incomprehensible " is now, by conven- 
tional usage, limited to intellectual things ; it seems, 
therefore, a very strange translation of the Latin 
word " immensus," but it means here infinite — ^not to 
be comprehended in space. As David says, " Whither 
shall I go, then, from thy spirit ? or whither shall I 
go from thy presence ? If I climb up into heaven, 
thou art there: if I go down to hell, (hades,) thou 
art there also. If I take the wings of the morning, 
and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea ; even 
there also shall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
hand shall hold me," (Ps. cxxxix. 7-9.) 

Another point in the heresy of Arius related to the 
Holy Ghost, whose Personality as well as Deity he 
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denied ; and, with Macedonius, who arose A.D. 360, 
taught that the Holy Ghost was merely a divine 
energy communicated to the Church, 
This the Creed opposes, verse 15, &c. — 

15. " So the Father is God, the Son is God: and 
the Holy Ghost is God* 

16. " And yet there are not three Grods : but one 
God* 

17. *' So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord: 
and the Holy Ghost Lord. 

18. " And yet not three Lords: but one Lord* 

19. " For like as we are compelled by the Chris- 
tian verity : to acknowledge every Person by himself 
to be God and Lord ; 

20. '* So are we forbidden by the Catholic reli- 
gion : to say, There be three Gods or three Lords. 

21. " The Father is made of none : neither created, 
nor begotten. 

22. " The Son is of the Father alone : not made, 
nor created, but begotten. 

23. " The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the 
Son: neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but 
proceeding. 

24. " So there is one Father, not three Fathers ; 
one Son, not three Sons : one Holy Ghost, not three 
Holy Ghosts. 

25. " And in this Trinity none is afore, or after 
other : none is greater, or less than another. 

26. " But the whole three Persons are co-eternal 
together : and co-equal," 
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Here, in verse 22, it is declared against Arius, that 
the Son is not created ; and in verse 23 against the 
Greek Church, that the Holy Ghost proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son. 

• We must now turn to the second parenthesis, which 
relates to the Incarnation and Person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Pauhis Samosatenus, a.d. 260, declared that Christ 
as God was impassible, incapable of suffering, and 
that His agony upon the cross was not real, but only 
apparent. 

Photinmy A.D. 343, denied that Christ was God, 
and his heresy was revived by Socinus 1572. 

Apollinaritis, a.d. 350, taught that the divine and 
human natures were blended together. 

NestoritLs, a.d. 430, is accused of having preached 
that the two natures were two persons, though there 
is some reason to' doubt whether his words will bear 
that interpretation. 

Eutyches, a.d. 381, on the contrary, held the Mono- 
theUte doctrine, viz., that by confusion of substance, 
the Godhead and manhood combined formed one 
nature, and had but one will. 

In refutation of these heresies, the Creed affirms 
that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God 
and man : — 

31. " God, of the Substance of the Father, begot- 
ten before the worlds : and Man, of the Substajice of 
his Mother, born in the world. 
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32. " Perfect God, and perfect Man : of a reason- 
able soul, and human flesh subsisting. 

33. '* Equal to the Father, as touching His God- 
head : and inferior to the Father as touching his Man- 
hood. 

34. " Who although He be God and Man : yet He 
is not two, but one Christ ; 

35. '* One ; not by conversion of the Godhead into 
flesh ; but by taking of the manhood into God ; 

36. " One altogether, not by confusion of Sub- 
stance : but by Unity of Person." 

Ending — 

42. " This is the Catholic Faith : which except a 
man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved." 

THE VALUE AND UTILITY OF THIS CBEED. 

It is a precious testimony from antiquity against 
the various accommodations of Arian and Socinian 
doctrine, which go current in the world under the 
name of Unitarianism. 

It is a testimony against the Church of Rome, 
convicting the Twelve Articles added to the Nicene 
Creed by Pius IV. of novelty unknown to the Church 
in A.D. 930, when this Creed was first adopted, declar- 
ing that, " This is the Catholic Faith,'' knowing no 
other ai-ticles necessary to everlasting salvation beyond 
what is here contained. 

A friend of mine very cleverly applied verses 31- 
33 to refute the Eomish assertion that the Virgin 
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Mary was the Mother of God. The Word of God 
might have been despised or rejected, but the lan- 
guage of one of the ancient Creeds of the Church (to 
which the Church of Eome is wont to attach all im- 
portance) was unanswerable. 

PRACTICAL QUESTION. 

After all, we must come back to the question as to 
the expediency of reading this Creed in the public 
congregation. 

These short remarks may render the Creed more 
intelligible, and take off in a great measure the ob- 
jections to it in the minds of those who read them ; 
but the body of a congregation do not understand 
the Creed at all, and it would be difficult to persuade 
them that the danmatory clauses do not apply to 
every sentence that is read. 

What, then, are we to do ? The Creed is directed 
to be read, and the clergy are bound to obey. 

Would it not be better to act as the Church of 
Eome does in regard to this Creed, retaining the docu- 
ment in the Prayer-Book, but never reading it in pub- 
lic worship ? 

By this means a valuable document of antiquity 
would be preserved, and at the same time an objec- 
tion would be removed from our Church services. 

THE LITANY. 

" Here followeth the Litany, or General Supplica- 
tion, to be sung or said after Morning Prayer upon 



THE OBDER FOB EYEKIKa PBibTEB. 41 

Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and at such 
other times when it shall be commanded by the 
Ordinary." 

This is one of the most beautiful, devotional, and 
interesting of our services. In this, more than in any 
other of our services, the people are required to take 
their part with the minister. 

If the congregations in our churches could be per- 
suaded to take their allotted portion in this service, 
they would soon feel that there is a genial warmth 
in it that far exceeds any ordinary meeting for prayer 
and praise. 

St Paul says, " I exhort that, first of all, supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men ; for kings, and for all that be in 
authority ; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
Ufe in all godliness and honesty," (1 Tim. ii. 1,2.) 

The distinction^ of different kinds of prayer which 
the apostle here admits are clearly marked out in the 
Litany: — 

I. THE INVOCATION, OR CALLING UPON GOD. 

In this act of adoration we address Gk)d so as to 
mark the Christian character of our worship, accord- 
ing to our profession of faith, " that the Unity in 
Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be wor- 
shipped." 

We address ourselves to each of the Three Persons 
of the Godhead, giving to each an appropriate epi- 
thet; — ^that of the Father, taken from the Lord's 
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Pjayer, " Our Father which art in heaven; " — ^that 
of the Son, " the Redeemer of the World ; " and that 
of the Holy Ghost, as proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, the abiding Comforter " who sanctifieth 
all the elect people of Gk>d," (Catechism,) sent alike 
by the Father and the Son, (John xiv. 26 ; xv. 26 ; )-^ 
that of the Trinity, " Three Persons and One God.*' 
And we beseech God ** to have mercy upon us miser- 
able sinners/' 

In this there is no separate response for the congre- 
gation : the minister and people are alike shut up 
under the condemnation of sin ; they are alike indi- 
vidually dependent upon the love of God the Father, 
the grace of Gtod the Son, and the sanctifying power 
of the Holy Spirit for the hope of salvation. There- 
fore, the minister and congregation combine in ad- 
dressing God. 

" God the Father, of heaven : have mercy upon 
us miserable sinners. 

" God the Son, Redeemer of the world : have 
mercy upon us miserable sinners. 

" O God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son : have mercy upon us miserable 
sinners. 

"0 Holy, Blessed, and Glorious Trinity, Three 
Persons and One God : have mercy upon us miserable 
sinners.'' 

II. THE DEPRECATION, OR PRAYING AGAINST EVIL. 

We are surrounded by sin, temptation, and danger ; 
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we have an ensnaring world without, a treacherous 
heart within, and a subtle enemy ever ready to 
heighten any temptation that he may bring us into 
sin. 

We first deprecate God's wrath — 

"Remember not, Lord, our oflfences, nor the of- 
fences of our forefathers; neither take thou ven- 
geance of our sins : spare us, good Lord, spare 
thy people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy 
most precious blood, and be not angry with us for 
ever. 

" Spare us, good Lord. 

6. " From all evil and mischief ; from sin, from 
the crafts and assaults of the devU ; from thy wrath, 
and from everlasting damnation, 

*' Good Lord, deliver us. 

7. From all blindness of heart ; from pride, vain- 
glory, and hypocrisy ; from envy, hatred, and malice, 
and aU uncharitableness, 

" Good Lord, deliver us. 

8. ** From fornication, and all other deadly sin ; 
and from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, 

" Good Lord, deliver us. 

9. " From lightning and tempest ; from plague, 
pestilence, and famine ; from battle and murder, and 
from sudden death, 

** Qood Lord, deliver us. 

10. " From all sedition, privy conspiracy, and re- 
bellion; from all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; 
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from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word 
and Commandment, 

" Gk)od Lord, deliver us/* 
If we look back upon these petitions, how beauti- 
fully suitable are the responses! Who that had 
from the heart uttered the first of these could find 
any words more expressive of his feeling than " Spare 
us, good Lord " ? 

6. Is a prayer against spiritual evils, and from 
God's wrath. 

7. From the evils of heart; from those sinful 
dispositions which keep the mmd irritable — Oh, 
who does not feel their influence ? — and where this is 
the case, how the heart sighs forth, "Good Lord, 
deliver us 1 '' 

8. The clause in the 8th petition, ** From fornica- 
tion and all other deadly dnl' is sometimes ignor- 
antly urged as an admission on the part of our 
Church of the unsound distinction between mortal 
and venial sin. The term *' deadly sin," as here 
used, has no reference to God's judgments, nor to the 
sin as unpardonable, but to its moral eflfects in dead- 
ening the spiritual perception, indisposing the mind 
to anything except carnal and sensual pursuits and 
thoughts, as the Lord hath said, ''Whoredom and 
wine and new wine take away the heart," (Hosea 
iv. 11.) 

When the mind runs through the long list of 
evils prayed against, so continually presented to us 
in the changes of society — ^what an important part 
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of our prayers does this "Deprecation" contain I 
Well may we add, ** Qood Lord, deliver us." 

9. It is objected that we ought not to pray against 
"sudden death." If it means unprepared death, 
surely we may pray against it. David prayed, " I 
said, my Qod, ta^e me not away in the midst of 
mine age," (Ps. cii, 24.) 

ni. OBSECRATION— PLEADING AND ENTREATING. 

(1.) Pleading by the merits of Christ, 

11. " By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation ; by 
thy holy Nativity and Circumcision ; by thy Baptism, 
Fasting, and Temptation, 

" Good Iiord, deliver us. 

12. " By thine Agony and bloody Sweat ; by thy 
Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death and Burial ; 
by thy glorious Eesurrection and Ascension ; and by 
the coming of the Holy Ghost, 

** Good Lord, deliver us," 

I always look upon this as the most solemn part of 
the service — the earnest pleading, through the great 
work of redemption, is most impressive and over- 
powering. 

It has been sometimes objected that, while we 
blame the Soman Catholics for their superstitious 
use of ** the cross," we plead it in the Litany, But 
it is not so. It is not the material cross that we 
plead, nor even its sign or figure, but the obedience 
of Jesus even to the death of the cross, His atonement 
made upon the cross. 
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(2.) The entreaty, 

13. " In all time of our tribulation ; in all time of 
our wealth ; in the hour of death, and in the day of 
judgment, 

" Grood Lord, deliver us/' 

To pray for deliverance " in all time of our wealth " 
seems to some minds strange; but how often does 
prosperity fall upon a person with fatal effect. Pros- 
perity sometimes proves very far from a blessing. 
So it was with David. What a sweet frame of mind 
did he retain all the time he was fleeing from Saul ; 
but when he was in prosperity at Jerusalem he fell 
into the gross sins of adultery and murder. Many 
instances will occur to the mind of the reader where 
the accession to wealth has proved a snare which 
has broken down the moral principle and destroyed 
the hopes of the recipient. 

IV. INTERCESSION, OR PRAYER FOR OTHERS. 

St Paul, in the passage already quoted, enjoins 
that " prayers and intercessions be made for all men," 
(1 Tim. ii. 1.) The Lord commanded Job to pray 
for his three friends ; and the benefit of such inter- 
cession was strikingly illustrated : " The Lord turned 
the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends," 
(Job xlii. 8-10.) While he was seeking a blessing 
for them, a blessing was abundantly poured out upon 
his own head ; " The Lord turned his captivity," re- 
leased him from Satan's power, and healed his sick- 
ness. 
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We find Abraham interceding for Lot in Sodoin ; 
and the Lord responded to him in each petition, till 
He declared, ** If I find ten righteous in ^he city, I 
wUl not destroy it for ten's sake," (Gren. xviii. 32.) 
And here we may observe that when Abraham ceased 
praying, he asked no further ; but there is no inti- 
mation that God would have granted no more. 

In the New Testament, we have the example of 
our Lord, who said to Peter, " Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat : but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not," (Luke xxii. 31, 32.) He prayed for His 
murderers as they nailed Him to the cross, " Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do," 
(Luke xxiii. 34 ; ) — ^while the whole of that beautiful 
prayer (John xvii.) is intercession, a sample of that 
intercession which He, as our great High Priest, 
now carries on before His Father, where He ever 
liveth to plead for His people. 

The Eoman Catholics say that if you may ask 
friends on earth to pray for you, so may you make 
the same request to those holy persons who have 
passed out of this world, and are now blessed of Grod. 
But this does not follow. We are told to " pray one 
for another," (James v. 16.) But to ask the inter- 
cession of the departed is nowhere enjoined in Scrip- 
ture. We know that brethren hear us ; we do not 
know that the saints who have left this world do, or 
can hear us. . Again, the spirits in the separate state 
are not perfected in glory, and will not be so till the 
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adoption— viz., the resurrection of the body. Fur- 
ther, if the saints can hear us, still if they can hear 
their votaries in all parts of the earth at the same 
time, they must he possessed of attributes which 
belong to God alone. It is also a dishonouring of 
the *^ one mediator between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus," (1 Tim. ii. 6.) In fact, the Romish 
doctrine of the intercession of saints, and of their 
consequent invocation, stands on no foundation. It 
is a mere fable, grounded on insufficient premises, 

THE INTERCESSION OF THE LITANY • 

Contains Prayers 

14. For the Church universal. 

(1.) " That God may rule and govern it in the 
right way." 

The term " Catholic," which means " universal," 
has obtained a conventional meaning, limiting itfl 
application to the Church of Rome. The word uni- 
versal, on that account, has been substituted. This 
gave great offence to the Papists at the time of the 
Reformation. But it is strictly correct. "The Catholic 
Church," which we call " the Universal Church," con- 
sists of the company of all true believers throughout 
the whole world. 

15. For the Queen. 

"To keep and strengthen her in the true wor- 
shipping of God, and in righteousness and holiness 
of life." 



THE OEDER FOR EVENINa PRAYER. 49 

16. For the Queen's spiritual experience. 

" To rule her heart in God*s faith, and fear, and 
love, that she may evermore have afliance in Him, 
and ever seek His honour and glory." 

The private as well as the public character of the 
sovereign is of the highest importance to the Church 
and people. The views and feelings of the sovereign 
will certainly influence ecclesiastical legislation, and 
regulate the appointments in the Church. If the 
Queen's heart is right before God, she will be the 
better qualified to become a nursing mother to the 
Church. 

17. A Prayer for the Queen s protection, and de- 
liverance from her enemies. 

18. A Prayer for the Royal Family. 

19. A Prayer for the Bishops and Clergy. 

(1.) For their illumination with the true know- 
ledge and understanding of God's Word. 

(2.) That they may set forth that Word, and 
show its practical effect both by their preaching and 
living. 

What an important prayer, involving as it does the 
best interests, nay, the very well-being and stability 
of the Church of England I It is indispensable to the 
prosperity of the Church that the clergy should be 
sound in the faith, and in the knowledge and under- 
standing of God's Word. " The Bible, and the Bible 
alone," according to the dictum of Chillingworth, " is 
the religion of Protestants." The Church of Eng- 
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land takes Holy Scripture, " God's Word written," 
as the rule of faith. " Holy Scripture containeth all 
things necessary to salvation : so that whatsoever is 
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
to be required of any man that it should be believed 
as an article of the faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation," (Acts vi.) 

Talent, learning, judgment, are highly valuable 
qualifications in the Christian minister, more especi- 
ally in the bishops and chief pastors of our Church, 
but still they must be " taught of God,*' (John vi. 
45.) We therefore pray that God would be jfleased 
to " illuminate all bishops, priests, and deacons with 
the true knowledge and understanding of His Word." 
Without this teaching there can be no effectual mini- 
strations, however clever ; all will be cold, heartless, 
and unprofitable. The most learned and scholar-like 
must lay aside his pride of superiority of intellect and 
acquirement, and seek in the valley of humiliation 
Divine instruction. ** Verily I say unto you. Except 
ye be converted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven,'' (Matt, 
xviii. 3.) This illumination is constantly required 
if we are to have and preserve the true knowledge 
and understanding of God's Word. This grace pro- 
ceeds from the Holy Spirit, " For God who com- 
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ," (2 Cor. 
iv. 6.) 
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'' The Spirit breathes upon the Word, 
And brings the truth to sight/' 

(2.) " That both by their preaching and hving they 
may set it forth, and show it accordingly/' 

There is nothing more attractive than consistency ; 
nothing which casts over the whole character a more 
amiable lustre/ If you wish to be successful, be 
consistent. The life of a clergyman ought to be a 
practical commentary upon his preaching. In the 
estimation of many persons preaching has become too 
much* a formal duty ; an essay occupying twenty 
minutes in the delivery is all that is expected from 
the preacher, and it is to be feared that even then it 
is not looked upon as a means to an end, but as itseK 
a duty performed ; few considering " that it pleased 
Gk)d by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe," (1 Cor. i. 21.) The object of preaching is 
the conversion of the sinner, to the salvation of his 
souL The days in which we live demand consistency 
in the'ministers of the gospel. The various shades of 
doctrine from the histrionic display of a Tractarian 
Church, adorned in all the foppery of mediaeval 
millinery, and the pageant of mediaeval ritual, to the 
cold repulsive abstraction presented by the criticisms 
of Broad Church essayists, ethics which seem to have 
flowed from the pen of a heathen philosopher rather 
than of a Christian divine, are so inconsistent with, 
and at the same time so contrary to the Word of God, 
that the illumination sought for in this prayer is very 
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valuable, that the clergy may be brought to the true 
knowledge and understanding of God's Word. 

The want of consistency in some of the bishops 
and magnates of our Church, who place in offices of 
authority, and in the grave and responsible duties of 
an examining chaplain, persons holding very doubt- 
ful opinions, often contrary to what they entertain 
themselves, causes the whole body of the Church to 
feel restless and dissatisfied with things as they are, 
not knowing what to expect in the future, Under 
these circumstances this prayer becomes doubly neces- 
sary, and ought to be offered up with heartfelt devo- 
tion. Let God only answer the prayer: "Let the 
Lord give the word, and great will be the company 
of the preachers" of evangelical truth, (Ps. Ixviii. 

11.) 



NOTE A. 

ON THB ABSOLUnOir IN THB VISITATION OF THE SICK. 

Afteb a searching inquiry into the repentance, faith, and 
spiritual state of the patient, the Bubric proceeds : — 

^' Here shall the sick person be moved to make a special 
Confession of his sins, if he feel his conscience troubled with 
any weighty matter. After which Confession, the Priest 
shall absolve him (if he humbly and heartily desire it) 
after this sort — 

" Our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath left power to his 
Church to absolve all sinners who truly repent and believe 
in him, of his great mercy forgive thee thine offences : 
And by his authority committed to me, I absolve thee 
from all thy sins, In the Name of the Father, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen." 

I have remarked (p. 9) that this Absolution admits of 
an easy explanation. 

In the first Prayer-Book of Edward VI., we read, " The 
Priest shall absolve him after this Fcrmy But two years 
afterwards, when the Book was revised, the language of 
the Bubric was changed, "The Priest shall absolve him 
(if he humbly and heartily desire it) after this Sort'' 
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Hoe u B ntmmfmmt diaogey our Befonnen baving re- 
ceded faiiber book Topaj; and it has stood tibns ever 



We can well nadenfUaad tiiat in Uie eail j days of the 
Bef annatian theie mnst bave been many penons of weak 
and iU'intomed minds amongst the people, whose con- 
sdoiees in a dying hoar mig^ feel nneasy and dissatisfied 
if they had not their Absolution pxmonnced by the Fdest, 
according to the custom so hmg prevalent This form was 
therefore permifcted to be used in oonsideralion of thdr 
weakness — ^not as a permanent thing, bat for the time and 
drcnmstances then being. 

Let it be obsenred — 

L That private Confession is not here enjoined, unless 
the nek person '^feel his conscience troubled with any 
weighty matter ; '* and without this Confession the Absolu- 
tion is not to be used. 

2. It is not to be used at the clergyman's discretion, 
but only if asked far, ("if he humbly and heartily de- 
sire it'O 

3. The clergyman is not tied to the form of words; 
so that others may be substituted for it — " after this 
sort " meaning " after this form,'* or " to this efecL" 

i. If not asked for, the office of Visitation of the Sick 
is as much without it as if it never had existed. 

''And then shall the Priest say the Collect follow- 
ing. 

" Let us pray. 
Address. — " most merciful God, who according to the 
multitude of thy mercies dost so put away the 
sins of those who truly repent, that thou remem- 
berest them no more ; 
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Petitions.— {I.) " Open thine eye of mercy upon this tiy 
servant, who most earnestly desireth pardon 
and forgiveness. 

(2.) "Renew in him, most loving Father, 
whatsoever hath been decayed by the fraud and 
malice of the devil, or by his own carnal will and 
frailness ; 

(3.) " Preserve and continue this sick member 
in the unity of the Church ; 

(4.) " Consider his contrition, accept his tears, 
assuage his pain, as shall seem to thee most ex- 
pedient for him. 

(5.) " And forasmuch as he putteth his full 
trust only in thy mercy, impute not unto him 
his former sins, but strengthen him with thy 
blessed Spirit ; 

(6.) "And, when thou art pleased to take 
him hence, take him into thy favour. 
Flea, — " Through the merits of thy most dearly beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 
This prayer, which is always to be said whether the 
above Absolution is used or not, is the old form of Ab- 
solution. It is found in Gelasius, a.d. 494, long before 
the indicative form was introduced into the Boman Church, 
and has always been used in this place. 

I look upon this indicative and judicial form of Ab- 
solution as merely permitted in the early days of the 
Reformation, and therefore extraneous to our Church 
— a form which may readily, and with propriety, be thrown 
aside. 

In these days we do not require this Absolution, and 
therefore it may be considered as already discontinued and 
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NOTS. 



&Ilen into desaetade. It is no part of our system, but 
merely an indulgence for the times then being. 



* Jeremiah i. 9, 10. 

" The Lord pnt forth his hand, 
and toached mj month. And 
the Lord said unto me, Behold, 
I have pnt my words in thy 
mouth. 

" See, I have this day set thee 
over nations, and over kingdoms, 
to root out, and to pull down, to 
build, and to plant" 



John xx. 21-23. 

"Then said Jesus to them 
again. Peace be unto you: as 
my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you. 

" And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them, and saith 
unto them, Receire ye the Holy 
Ghost. 

"Whosoever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them ; 
and whosoever sins ye retain, 
they are retained." 



We have here two passages of Holy Scripture between 
which there is a close paralleL The burden of each of 
them contains a weighty and important commission. In 
each case the delivery of the commission was accompanied 
by a significant sign, while in each instance they are ex- 
pressed in language equally strong and positive. 

The Significant Sign, 

The Lord put forth His hand, and touched the mouth of 
the pi'ophet Jeremiahy and said, ** Behold, I have put my 
words in thy mouth." 

While Jesus breathed on His apostles, and saith unto 
them, *' Receive ye the Holy Ghost." 

The Commission. 
" See, I have this day set thee over nations and 
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kingdoms, to root out, to pull down, and to destroy; 
to throw down, to build, and to plant.'* 

" Whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained." 

How the prophet Jeremiah fulfilled his commission is a 
matter of historical record. 

Had he power over kingdoms and nations, as the com- 
mission implies-*- to overturn kingdoms, to cast down 
thrones, and to change dynasties? By no means. He 
could not shield himself from the insults of Pashur, nor 
deliver himself from the dungeon and the pit, but was 
dependent for his deliverance upon Ebed-melech the Ethi- 
opian, one of the eunuchs. 

How, then, did he execute his commission ? The Lord 
had put His words in his mouth. These words he uttered 
under the spirit of prophecy against the nations which were 
enemies to and bordered upon Judea ; and though the time 
might seem long, yet that word has been accomplished, 
and the fulfilment of these predictions are powerful evi- 
dences in testimony of the truth of Gk)d*s Word and the 
religion which it teaches. 

How is the commission given to the apostles to be exer- 
cised? 

The breathing upon them, and the communicating 
to them the gift of the Holy Ghost, had relation to 
their inspiration, which infallibly preserved them from 
error. 

Under the influential guidance of the Spirit, they went 
into all the world, and preached the Gospel to every crea- 
ture, at the same time proclaiming that he that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved — that he that believeth not 
shall be damned. 

E 
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The minister of Christ can now only declare the truths 
which the apostles have left on record. 

Had the apostles any power to forgive sins? Only 
to declare God's pardoning mercy in Christ to the peni- 
tent believer. When the Jews said of Jesus, ** This man 
blasphemeth : who can forgive sins but God only 1 " (Mark 
ii. 7,) they were right in principle, but wrong in their 
application. Hence, under this commission, we warn the 
sinner, encourage the contrite, assure the believer, com- 
fort the sorrowing and penitent ; but we by no means arro- 
gate to ourselves the power or privilege to remit sins. 



THE END. 
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